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PREFACE. 





UNDER a patronage with which no other medical 


journal has ever been honoured in this country, the 


RecorperR has now reached the third volume. We 
cannot dismiss this volume, without availing ourselves of 
the opportunity afforded by its completion, to return our 
thanks to our numerous patrons: and to make our ac- 
knowledgements to the correspondents, whose valuable 
communications have contributed so much to its re- 
spectability and usefulness. 

This volume will be found to embrace a large and 
valuable body of medical facts. It contains an account 
of all the important improvements and all the interesting 
discoveries which have been made, in the science to 
which it relates, since the period of its commencement. 
Tt will be seen, that with the design of rendering the 
work practically useful, we have been careful that pa- 
pers founded on facts and experiments, should bear a 
large proportion to the body of communications; and 
that we have always given such a preference over theso- 
retical and speculative essays. Our Reviews, we trust. 
will be found liberal without partiality, and just with- 
out rigour. In the department of dntelligence, our ob- 
ject has been to combine interest with variety; and we 
have a confidence. that we have not been altogether un- 
successful. 














iV PREFACE. 


Iferetofore, we have had many difficulties to en- 
counter; and have experienced many anxieties neces- 
sarily incidental to the commencement of every similar 
undertaking. The extensive circulation of the work, 
the continual accumulation of valuable materials, the 
constant extension and increasing fertility of the field, 
and the recent accession of strength to the editorial de- 
partment, induce us to hope that our labours will here- 
after be comparatively easy. In the numerous respec- 
table contributions which we have received, we have a 
sure pledge of the future assistance of correspondents 
at home; and arrangements have been made by the pub- 
lisher, by which great facilities are insured, of procuring 
the earliest intelligence from abroad. ‘The plan which 
we have adopted in our foreign relations, secures to us 


frequent and extensive communications from Europe; 


/ 


and is not subject to the delays and uncertainties of or- 


dinary correspondence. 
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